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Inspire discovers why and how so many Cedarville graduates find themselves working and
serving at the ’Ville.
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Back Where He Belongs
It’s a familiar picture on campus. Roger Overturf ’75,
director of public relations, tirelessly promotes Cedarville
anytime, anywhere. How did this retired Air Force major
with world-class public relations experience make his way
back to the ’Ville? Find out on page 16.
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The Summer 2002 issue of Inspire was used by Godin a number of ways. Here is just one response
from a reader. Lorynda Bender ’93 writes:
I just wanted to let you know how “Inspired” I was
with the latest issue of the alumni magazine. Talk about
timely! I graduated in 1993 and was pretty sure that by
the time I was 30 I would be married with a couple of
children. God had a different plan. So here I am at 30,
no husband, and no children (unless you count my cat)! 
I can’t say that it has been easy, and I was glad to know
that others sometimes struggle with this issue as much as 
I have and do. 
One of the most interesting speakers that I had the
opportunity to hear at Cedarville was Luci Swindoll
(Chuck Swindoll’s sister). She spoke on the topic of
singleness, and for some reason her message always stuck
with me. While at the time I felt that this would not be
the case for my future, I now know that God had other
reasons for me to remember her message. 
Anyway, I just wanted to say a huge THANK YOU for
putting together a great issue. It really helped to hear
others’ stories and how they are living their lives as singles.
Keep up the great work and may God continue to bless
you all!
From the editor
In the Summer 2002 issue of Inspire, it was
inaccurately reported that Elaine Schulte ’68 worked 
as branch manager for Preferred Home Health Care.
Elaine is actually a project researcher for Bibles
International in Michigan. We extend our apologies




For more than 200 alumni,there’s still no place likethe ’Ville … literally.
Some never left; others did
everything they could to come
back. Reasons range from “it
feels like home” to tuition
remission to “I’ve never found
something else I buy into like
Cedarville.” 
Almost 40 percent of our
faculty and staff understand
Cedarville “family” and
“culture” firsthand and continue to demonstrate it to those
new to Cedarville. Of course, it doesn’t take long for our
non-alum colleagues to jump on board and realize that
they, too, are part of the Cedarville family.
I can’t help but think of Homecoming when I think of
the Cedarville family. I always think of those of us who
work here as the ones hosting the family reunion (putting
the extra chairs out and baking the pies) and all of you
who come back as our “out-of-town” relatives. You know,
the ones we never get to see enough of … the ones with
stories of life in the big city. We “locals” are proud to 
show off the changes in our little town, and those from
“abroad” remind us of the bigger picture and why we’re all
doing this in the first place.
I hope you know that while we do have a great group 
of alumni working at Cedarville, “family” extends far
beyond this little town and this university. We love it 
when you come back, and we look forward to seeing 
you October 11-13!
On another note, we are pleased to add a new section to
Inspire. Alumni often want to know that Cedarville is
maintaining the focus as we pursue the future. This section
is designed specifically to address this issue.
The Word of God is central to everything we do at
Cedarville. All students still graduate with a Bible minor,
we continue to have chapel five days a week, and Christian
ministries are still an important aspect of college life for
the CU student.
“What’s the Word?” will directly address what’s
happening in the CU Department of Biblical Education 
and will include a Bible professor’s perspective on each
issue’s theme.
Faith Linn ’83
Director of Alumni Relations
Tell Us Your Story
If you have an interesting story for the following issues of Inspire(or if you know of another alum who does), please contact thealumni relations office. Story ideas and alumni updates must be
submitted by the date below. Unfortunately, we may not be able to use 
all stories submitted.
Winter 2002 – For Christ … For Others …
Forever
Are you involved as a volunteer in the community? Maybe you serve as a big brother or
sister, volunteer at the hospital, or work at a soup kitchen. Wherever you are taking the
love of Christ to others (apart from your career or church), we’re interested in hearing
your story. (October 5, 2002)
Spring 2003 – Children of a Lesser God?
Having a special needs child can create a myriad of issues that many can’t imagine and
don’t understand. Share your story of dealing with the special needs of your own child
(or children), and introduce readers to the joys, blessings, struggles, and lessons of
rearing a child with special needs.
Did You Know?
Senior Brittany Waggoner’s book, Prayers for When
You’re Mad, Sad, or Just Totally Confused, was
published in September 2002 by Vine Books. Brittany’s
book shows teens how to prayerfully take the right
perspective in disappointing times.
Did You Know?
A  G i f t  f o r  
the Dixons
A chance to share 
your memories
We want to provide you with the opportunity tohonor Dr. and Mrs. Dixon as they prepare forretirement. The Alumni Association is
putting together a memory book for the Dixons
and wants to include your pictures, memories,
and notes of appreciation. Opportunities will be
available throughout Homecoming weekend to fill out a
card to be included in the memory book. There is also a
form online to submit your note. The books will be
presented to the Dixons upon completion. Submissions
must be made by December 1, 2002.
What’s Abuzzzzzzzzz
President’s Pen
ow do you explain this place called
“The ’Ville?” You often heard me
say in chapel that the only
explanation for Cedarville is God and the
numerous people He sends to us.
Every institution has a culture that is the
glue for its past, present, and future. Our
culture gives us a secure, happy, prosperous
campus that provides great satisfaction for
all of our Cedarville family of trustees,
administrators, faculty, staff, students, and
alumni.
Mission, traditions, songs, etc. become vital to the culture over the
decades. Primarily our people determine our culture.
Culture is deepened and strengthened by the longevity of the
people investing their lives in Cedarville University. Praise the Lord
for those who are at the ’Ville because they are devoted to Christian
higher education and the young men and women God sends to us.
Present students ask me what Mrs. D and I will miss the most
when we leave the presidency. My immediate answer is “you.” 
We are here because of God and students. Our new president, Bill
Brown, and his wife, Lynne, share the same motivation. They love
our Lord, His Word, and college students.
How special that young men and women spend time with us as
students and return to be a part of this special place and family. 
The success and depth of our culture is certainly related to these
alumni who serve at Cedarville in all levels of leadership.
Recently, at our annual faculty/staff awards service, it was exciting
to read the names of those who reached milestones of five through 40
years, especially the former students. Alumni with five years here are
Mark Button ’96, Sharon Klopfenstein Christman ’92, Carol Price
George ’76, Carla Womack LeMaster ’84, Marv Troyer ’61, Tricia
Walker ’96, and John Wambold ’95; 10 years—Chad Bresson ’86,
Sandra Pratt Hayward ’86, Elaine Kandel Keller ’85, Alan McCain ’86,
Anne Rodgers Rich ’76, and Norris Smith ’63; 15 years—Jeff 
Fawcett ’82, Dianne Chaffe Gottwals ’62, Doug Phillips ’85, Lynn
Amstutz Rohm ’68, and Ben Smith ’86; 20 years—Jim 
Leightenheimer ’80 and Steve Thompson ’81; 25 years—Linda 
Divan ’79; 30 years—Dick Walker ’74; and 35 years—Merlin Ager ’60.
The following week we had a cookout to welcome our new faculty.
Shannah Campbell ’99, Derrick Green ’97, Andy Heyd ’99, Jon
Plush ’95, Libby Shearer ’84, Dan Stevens ’69, and Timothy 
Tuinstra ’96 were a part of that group. 
Our future is bright because our God is great and our culture is
deep. We are dependent on and grateful for the Cedarville graduates






Cedarville University welcomed a student favorite—Alistair Begg—as guest speaker for the August 26-30Fall Bible Conference. Well-known for his Scottish accent
and profound Bible teaching, Alistair encouraged listeners on a
number of practical topics, including controlling the tongue, having
a humble, Christlike attitude, and choosing a godly mate.
Originally from Glasgow, Scotland, Alistair is the senior pastor of
Parkside Church in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, where he leads a
congregation of 2,500 and a pastoral staff of seven. Prior to
joining Parkside in 1983, Alistair pastored Hamilton Baptist Church
in the United Kingdom. A graduate of London Bible College, he also
served at Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh, under Derek Prime. 




Honoring America’s Heroes—September 11, 2002
An overflow crowd of approximately 4,000 people gathered in the Jeremiah Chapel onSeptember 11, 2002 to commemorate what many Americans have come to refer to as“Patriot Day.” The Patriot Day ceremony, called “United We Stand: A Patriotic Program of
Remembrance, Honor, and Commitment,” sought to honor our nation, firefighters, law enforcement
officers, emergency medical technicians (EMTs), and military service members on the anniversary of the
tragic September attack.
The service began with a military color guard, patriotic music by the University Symphonic Band, and
prayer. Video footage of the attacks vividly reminded all of the unbelievable events of that fateful day.
Forensics students gave dramatic presentations of just a few of the harrowing and heartbreaking
accounts of New York firefighters and police officers. 
As the band played the “National Emblem March,” Cedarville was honored to welcome firefighters,
law enforcement officers, and EMTs to the platform. The crowd gave these everyday heroes a standing
ovation. 
One of the heroes on stage was Dr. Randy Marriott ’85, an emergency physician who traveled to
Ground Zero as part of Ohio Task Force One. Following the attacks, he worked 12 to 14 hour days
assisting in rescue and recovery. Additional alumni who served at Ground Zero (but were not able to
attend the ceremony) included Jim Gruenberg ’84 and Dave Dustin ’85. Jim, who is captain at the
Kettering (Ohio) Fire Department, served as a liaison between the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) urban search and rescue task forces and the New York City Fire Department. Dave, an
FBI Agent, provided tactical medical support to FBI agents at Ground Zero and at Fresh Kills Evidence
Processing Center on Staten Island.
Following the tribute to civilian heroes, America’s military service members, past and present, were
called to the platform. As the band played the themes of each branch of the military, these men and
women received a standing ovation in recognition of their dedication and sacrifice.
More patriotic songs and special music ensued, and Cedarville students distributed flags for the
singing of “God Bless America.” Under the leading of Dr. Dixon ’94H, the capacity crowd closed the
service with an a capella version of “Christ is All I Need.” Afterwards, attendees had the opportunity to
meet and personally thank the firefighters, police officers, and EMTs who were on hand. 
The University plans to hold a Patriot Day service each September 11 to honor our heroes. For more
than 20 years, the University also held an annual Memorial Day ceremony, but since classes will no
longer be in session in late May (due to the transition from quarters to semesters), the Memorial Day
service will merge with the September 11 Patriot Day ceremony. This annual service will honor all
those—both civilian and military—who have paid a heavy price in the service of fellow Americans
and this nation. All are welcome to attend.
6 Fall 2002
Fitness, Fun, and Health
Construction has begun on Cedarville University’s $12.8million fitness, recreation, and health facility. The complexwill provide the University family with aerobic and anaerobic
workout areas, recreation areas, and enhanced classroom and
laboratory space for the University’s growing athletic training program.
The largest feature will be a 60,000 square-foot field house that will
include a 200-meter track. In addition, the student health center will
provide health care in the new facility.  
“Our student body has more than doubled since we built our athletic
center in 1981,” said Dr. Carl Ruby ’83, vice president for student
services. “With that growth, the greater number and variety of both
varsity and intramural athletic activities offered, and the amplified
interest in personal fitness among most individuals, we have more than
outgrown our current center. 
“This new building allows us to significantly enhance campus floor
space devoted to fitness, health, and recreation,” Carl emphasized. 
“We will have three racquetball courts and enjoy a second gymnasium
with multiple courts for basketball, volleyball, and other floor sports.
And our athletic trainers, both those who provide support to the athletic
department and students who are studying for that major, will enjoy
much needed extra classroom and treatment space. Finally, we will also
be able to improve our student health services delivery capabilities by
enhancing the spaces available to healthcare providers and relocating
the student clinic to the physical center of campus.
“This initiative is another major advancement for Cedarville
University,” Carl said. “We want to do everything possible to ensure our
students have a world-class experience when they attend here. 
We believe we offer the faculty, the curriculum, the support staff, and
the facilities for that to be true for the academic, social, and spiritual
dimensions of life now. This facility upgrade will mean that is true for
the recreational aspect of life as well.”




University on March 15,
2002, after 25 years of
service. 
Dr. Carl Ruby ’83, vice
president for student
services, said, “I have had
the opportunity to work
closely with Ruth over the
last 15 years; first while she functioned as the
secretary for the counseling center, and more recently
while she has assisted me as the secretary to the vice
president for student services. Her friendship and
support have contributed greatly to any successes that
I have enjoyed here, and she will be deeply missed
by everyone in our division.” 
Ruth plans to use her retirement in part to spend
more time lavishing love and attention on her
children, grandchildren, and mother. We thank and
congratulate Ruth for her faithful support of
Cedarville and wish her the happiest of retirements!
Did You Know?
Sophomore Josiah “Si” Miller, whose college
career has been put on hold while he is on
National Guard active duty, was featured in
the Army National Guard’s Buckeye Guard
Magazine recently. The article reported on
how Si has responded to his difficult job
(checkpoint duty at Fort Knox, Kentucky) with




Tonight 300 students will be sleeping in the newestquarters on campus. These students reside in thenewly-opened Murphy-Younger-Rickard complex,
located northwest of the Stevens Student Center. 
With the same floor plan as the McKinney-Miter-McChesney
and Johnson-Green-St. Clair complexes, the building will look
quite familiar to students and alumni. Murphy Hall is
designated for women, Rickard Hall for men, and the Younger
Conference Center adjoins the two. The new complex brings
the total number of University residential beds to more than
2,500.
The complex is named after three long-term administrators
and trustees: Dale Murphy, Thomas Younger ’70H, and Don
Rickard ’58. 
Dale, a retired real estate broker/developer, has served on the
University’s board of trustees since 1953 and became a trustee emeritus in
2000. He lives in Erie, Pennsylvania.
Tom was elected to Cedarville’s board of trustees in 1970 and became a
trustee emeritus in 2000. He resides in Salem, Oregon, where he formerly
served as president of Western Baptist College.  
Don became Cedarville’s vice president for student services in 1970. 
He retired from that position in 2000, but continues to represent the
institution at churches and schools across the country. He and his wife, Peg
(Stockwell) ’59, reside in Xenia, Ohio. 
Formal dedication of the new facility will take place during Cedarville’s
Homecoming celebration in October.
The Newest Home Away From Home
Summertime at the ’Ville
The Cedarville campus is anything but quiet in the summertime. In fact, more than 20 events, camps, and conferences made use ofthe beautiful campus facilities during June, July, and August. 
Young athletes in their sports gear could be seen walking on campus after
a hard day of workouts. They were taking advantage of the opportunity to
sharpen their basketball, soccer, or volleyball skills.
Studying didn’t stop just because spring classes ended. Many students
attended Summer Studies, Summer School, or graduate classes. 
And, the Policy Debate Institute provided our nation’s future leaders with
rigorous and engaging debate training.
Caps and gowns were spotted even after the school’s record-setting
commencement on June 1. Dayton Christian High School and Greeneview
High School both chose to hold their graduation ceremonies here.
In addition, our many visitors to campus included Child Evangelism
Fellowship, Dayton Gospel Mission, Mid-West Chinese Christian Association,
Fellowship of Christian Cheerleaders, and Baptist Mid-Missions, not to
mention the LIFT Youth Camp, EQUIP Junior High Program, and General
Association of Regular Baptist Churches Conference. There is always
something happening at Cedarville University, even in the summer!
Cedarville University welcomed many second generation students 
(shown above with their parents) to the summer studies program this year.
Cedarville University celebrated another enrollmentmark as students arrived for the beginning of the2002-03 year. “We had another record
undergraduate enrollment of 2,986 students for the Fall
Semester,” Roscoe Smith ’82, director of admissions, said.
“This is our 12th consecutive record enrollment.”  
Roscoe emphasized that the school’s fall enrollment will
mark the 24th record enrollment in the 25 years that Dr. Paul
Dixon ’94H has served as Cedarville’s president. “Those years
include the late 1970s and early 1980s when many colleges
and universities suffered declining enrollments due to
demographic trends,” Roscoe said. “And, with all that’s
happened since September 11, we were prepared to see an
enrollment downturn.”
Of the total enrollment, more than 875 were new students
(freshmen and transfers).
Did You Know?
Alumni relations has a new home! Visit the Alumni Center in the Tyler Digital Communication
Center the next time you’re on campus and pick up your “Welcome Back” Pack.
Did You Know?
Ron Becker, president of Speedway SuperAmerica LLC, has become the newesttrustee of Cedarville University. He will serve a three-year term. A registered professional engineer, Ron began his professional career with
Exxon in 1975. After working for Exxon for four years, this native Texan took a position at
Texas Oil & Gas Corp., where he eventually become vice president and district manager for
Oklahoma. In 1990, he accepted a position with the Marathon Oil Company in Oklahoma
City; in later years he was named vice president for their natural gas and crude oil sales
department. Ron was named president of Speedway SuperAmerica LLC on January 1, 2000.
Ron serves on the governing board of the National Association of Convenience Stores and
the Foundation Board of Trustees of the Children’s Medical Center of Dayton. He is a
member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers. 
Ron and his wife, Theresa, reside in Beavercreek, Ohio.





On June 13, 2002, a group of Heritage Alumni enjoyed lunchtogether at Der Dutchman in Waynesville, Ohio. Following a timeof fellowship and great Amish food, a trip through the gift shop
seemed in order.
J uly 8, 2002 was the date for the annual Heritage Alumnae Educators’Luncheon in the President’s Dining Room. The ladies especially enjoyedthis year’s featured speaker, former Director of Alumni Relations Jane
Adams Smith ’84, as she shared about her life by focusing on the topic
“Baskets of Blessings.”
Annie stole the hearts of a group of 30 at La Comedia DinnerTheatre on August 7, 2002. The Heritage Alumni enjoyed anextravagant buffet luncheon and a first-class production.
Stacy Saville Slanker ’98, the program coordinator at OtterbeinLebanon Retirement Home in Lebanon, Ohio, wrote to alumnirelations: “I have a list of about 10 residents who graduated in the
1930s from Cedarville. They all have such interesting stories about their time
at the ’Ville and are fascinating, godly people.” Because many of these
wonderful friends are not able to travel to alumni events, Stacy asked if a
Cedarville event might come to them.
On July 18, 2002, Faith Linn ’83 and several other Cedarville staff
members journeyed to Lebanon to meet with 10 Heritage Alumni. They
shared stories, enjoyed lunch, and even sang an old school song during this
special time of fellowship. The reminiscing was captured on video and will be
housed in the University archives.
Upcoming Events
Heritage Reunion at Homecoming 2002
October 11
Don’t miss the Heritage Alumni Reunion Luncheon 
at Homecoming!
When: Friday, October 11, 11:15 a.m.
Where: President’s Dining Room, Stevens Student Center
Plan to come early for the State of the University Address
given by President Dixon ’94H at 10 a.m. in the Jeremiah
Chapel of the Dixon Ministry Center.
Did You Know?
Cedarville University alumni are entitled to a 10 percent discount
on all online purchases at The Path® Bookstore! Be sure to visit
www.thepath.fm to take advantage of this exclusive offer on






Over the course of June 18, 19, and 20, nearly
50 alums joined Jeff Brock ’84, Lew Gibbs, and
Brian Burns ’95 for dinner or lunch at area
restaurants. Some also gathered for a lunch at
Moody Bible Institute. “I didn’t know you worked
at Moody,” became a repeated statement for 11
of the alums who work at Moody. 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
July 14-15
This summer 18 alums took three weeks off of
work to be a part of the 2002 Candidate Class for
the Association of Baptists for World Evangelism.
Brian Burns ’95 and Don Callan’84H gathered 45
alums and their families for a group picture at the
2002 commissioning service. After the picture, the
group sang the Cedarville alma mater. 
Cary, North Carolina
July 20
A father/son speaking engagement took 
Drs. Paul ’94H and Scott Dixon ’84 to Colonial
Baptist Church and provided the perfect
opportunity for an alumni and friends event.
Following dinner and fellowship, Dr. Paul Dixon
gave a Cedarville University update and answered
questions from those in attendance.
Alumni Association News
DAE Hits the Road
Delta Alpha Epsilon (DAE) is a student service organization committed to “buildingrelationships by serving.” Working directly with the alumni relations office and thedevelopment division, DAE assists with events, represents the student body to alumni and
donors, and serves the Alumni Association in a variety of ways.
This summer, DAE hit the road with advisors Faith Linn ’83 and Amy Cartzendafner Button ’97 for
a seven-day alumni extravaganza. Visiting six cities in the Northeast and hosting five alumni events,
the students of DAE got a taste of the alumni-Cedarville connection around the country.
Schroon Lake, New YorkPortland, Maine
Did You Know?Did You Know?Because Cedarville University had the best return rate on a recently-conducted
random survey, $1,000 was awarded to the Future Generations Scholarship fund.
Enfield, ConnecticutLancaster, Pennsylvania




Eighteen people met at Hadlock Field for a
Michelle Tumes concert followed by a Portland Sea
Dogs baseball game. The concert was a great time
of worship, and the game was a fun one,
although the Sea Dogs lost 4-0. The group decided
to leave the park in the top of the eighth inning
and re-group for dinner at The Macaroni Grill. 
Richland, Washington
July 26
A group of more than 20 alumni met at the home
of Chad ’96 and Becky Seguin Eder ’94. Also
joining the alums was Cedarville University’s own
Master’s Puppets team. The reunion brought




Cedarville alumni attended a concert presented by
Cedarville’s Abundant Life Singers at First Baptist
Church in Lincoln Park. Following the concert, a
dessert reception was hosted in the church
fellowship hall by Patty Leipprandt Murphy ’83.
Grand Haven, Michigan
August 2
More than 30 alumni, 11 new students, and their
families joined the Ed Spencers and the Harold
Greens at Pottowattomi Park in Grand Haven.
This “Picnic in the Park” event was a time to
reminisce with old friends and enjoy getting to
know new ones. Dick Walker ’74 provided a brief
update on life in the ’Ville and distributed gifts
and prizes. The picnic was put together by 
Randy ’81 and Deb Bubel Strobridge ’83, who





More than 150 people attended a dinner
honoring alumni who brought their children to
Cedarville as new students during Getting Started
Weekend. Recipients of the Second Generation
Scholarship were recognized, two of which are
actually Third Generation students. Alumni
especially enjoyed fellowship with former Campus




Dayton alums often get to read of all the other
alumni gatherings taking place around the U.S.
and abroad, but have been overlooked ... until
now! In the month of August, more than 100
alumni took part in six dinners and a Dayton
Dragons game hosted by various representatives
from the ’Ville. Even Ed Spencer made a showing
at one of the dinners, and needless to say, he was
a big hit. Thank you, Ed!
Cincinnati, Ohio
August 28
Dave Bartlett and Jeff Brock ’84 hosted 16
Heritage Alums and friends at the General Electric
Activities Park for an 18-hole scramble. A team
led by Jay Fry ’51 won this Heritage Golf Outing.
Stories of Cedarville in the 1940s and 1950s
abounded, including an explanation of college
basketball’s “Greatest Stall,” which is attributed
to Cedarville (or so we were told!)
Indianapolis, Indiana
August 29
The Indianapolis Indians game was the site for
200 alumni and friends to come together for an
evening of baseball and fellowship. Many
Cedarville staff and students also enjoyed the
fellowship and the game, which went into extra
innings. Indy alums: watch for more information












































Men’s Glee Club Concert
November 16


















L O G O S
Alumnus Joins Bible Staff
Dr. Dan Stevens ’69 is returning to Cedarville as professor of biblical education. He brings to the department more than 24
years of experience in Christian education instruction and higher education leadership.
After leaving Cedarville, Dan earned a master of theology degree at Dallas Theological Seminary and was the founding
pastor of Charity Baptist Church in McLean, Virginia. 
In 1974, Dan returned to Cedarville for a four-year stint as assistant director of development. As Cedarville’s first full-time
alumni coordinator, he established the Heritage Alumni program. With the help of Dr. M. Earle Collins, the alumni office was
able to locate many former students and graduates from Cedarville’s Presbyterian years. Dan also led the initial development
of our Torch magazine and coordinated the first computerization of Cedarville’s constituency records.
Upon completing coursework at The Ohio State University for a Ph.D. in adult education, Dan began his teaching career at
Grand Rapids Baptist College and Seminary. He served there as a professor and registrar for seven years.
During four years at Western Seminary in Portland, Oregon, Dan was the Christian education department chair and
executive dean of Western’s San Jose, California campus. This was followed by one year as executive dean of Grace Seminary West. 
For the past 12 years, Dan has been at Biola University, where he served as director of the doctor of education program at Talbot School of Theology and, later
on, director of program development, designing and refining academic programs for the university.
Dan’s wife, Sue (O’Shell) ’68, has endured 32 years of marriage to Dan while achieving a solid reputation as a fine elementary school teacher. The Stevenses,
who reside in Beavercreek, Ohio, are the proud parents of four grown sons and now enjoy three granddaughters.
Teaching Others to Teach 
“I want to return to Cedarville some day and teach in the Bible department.”
We hear this from some of our graduating seniors as they explore the possibilities
of their future ministry. We do watch continually for potential faculty members
among our students, to encourage them to pursue graduate work and ministry
experiences with a goal of possibly joining us at some point in the future. 
The alumni who have returned to the University have pursued graduate work in
both theology and education and have had experience in a variety of ministries, as
well as in academia. Several of our graduates have returned to become vital
members of the department team.
All of our new faculty members make significant contributions to our students.
Our alumni bring the results of their graduate studies and ministry experience to us
as do those who did their undergraduate work at other colleges and universities.
The infusion of new insights and the maturing and honing of research skills in
graduate work, plus the fruitful experiences of applying theology to ministry on the
part of our alumni enhance greatly the mission of the department of biblical education. New faculty members provide refreshing and stimulating insights into the
discipline for their department colleagues and students. Students can only benefit greatly from this in their own learning experiences.
Our alumni know about the Cedarville experience. They have experienced the culture. They are in agreement with our doctrinal position and stance on the
crucial issues of the day. As graduates of our program, Cedarville alumni already have an orientation to the department of biblical education’s program. They can
also thereby provide valuable assessment for program review. In addition, they have a broad and rich background in the liberal arts, critical thinking, and the
integration of faith and learning. The alumni understand our students after having been where they are now.
The Bible faculty are teaching others to be teachers, some at Cedarville University (II Timothy 2:2).
W h a t ’ s  t h e  W o r d ?
Dr. Jack Riggs, Dean of the 
School of Humanities, Fine Arts, and Bible
Dr. Dan Stevens ’69
12 Fall 2002
When we in the Bible department first contemplated the change tosemesters and the opportunities for change it might offer nearlytwo years ago, we began with a nagging suspicion that our
current curriculum was not doing enough for our students. All of us gathered
around the table had the best of motives in our teaching and were faithfully
passing along the same things we had been taught, most of us in the very same
way we had been taught. We took no small measure of comfort from Paul’s
words that we were teaching faithful people who would be able to teach others
also (II Timothy 2:2). But still there was growing evidence that we were not
adequately preparing them to be salt and light in the post-Christian culture they
were entering.
Our first action in rethinking our curriculum was to step back from the process
of teaching and dream about what we wanted Cedarville University graduates to
be. We agreed that what we all wanted were students who loved God with all of
their hearts, souls, and minds and loved their neighbors, too. That goal took on
definable shape in three major objectives. First, students would need to be able to
think theologically, not simply recite a theological statement. Second, they would
have to recognize the pervasive disconnect between theology and life and then
make the connections. We wanted to narrow the gap between stated beliefs and
behavior. Finally, they would need to be able to relate the gospel to those within
and those without the Judeo-Christian heritage with equal ease. Paul could preach
the same message in Jerusalem and in Athens, but he quoted prophets in one and
poets in the other (Acts 17).
These objectives then implied three particular improvements, which, when
combined, work together to accomplish our goals. First, we are focusing on
biblical theology as the answer to five worldview questions: What is valuable?
What is the nature of reality? What does it mean to be human? What is wrong
with the world, and how is it fixed? And, is there a goal toward which history is
progressing? Every worldview can be identified by the way it answers these
questions, and we want to find the correct answers in the Bible. In this way,
we hope our students can easily communicate Jesus and His worldview in a
relevant way to those who have never heard. 
Once this content is understood, we then focus upon developing the skill of
thinking theologically. Truth is the foundation; skill to apply it to life is the
superstructure. Every person and every thing has a worldview, from Marx to
Freud, from Bush to Clinton, from Nike to Abercrombie and Fitch. And underneath
every worldview are theological issues and answers. In order to apply theology to
life, students must be able to 1) identify the worldview questions in each
presenting philosophy, 2) recognize their own worldview as exposed by their
behavior, 3) investigate Jesus’ answer (the biblical answers to those issues), 4)
evaluate their own lifestyle in comparison to Jesus’ lifestyle, and 5) act to narrow
the gap between their behavior and Jesus’ behavior. 
Probably the most important part of skill development is practice. Whether one
is Tiger Woods or Chuck Swindoll, practice still makes perfect. We will challenge
students to practice the skill of thinking “worldviewishly” throughout our six
courses, but especially in the final capstone course. The student enrollment for the
last course will be reduced from the current 80 students under the old curriculum
to 25. The class will challenge students through analysis and response to case
studies rather than lectures. We want our students to begin thinking like Christians
solving real world issues rather than students merely facing a test. Through
extensive practice in thinking theologically and applying biblical answers to
everyday issues, we pray that we will prepare them better to engage the culture
of the 21st century and impact it for Christ. 
The new curriculum has already begun this year and will be phased in
completely over the next two years. Please pray for us as we learn through the
process and attempt to incarnate timeless truth in fresh and relevant ways and
train our students to do the same (II Timothy 2:2).
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Bible Minor for a New Millennium
by Dr. Chris Miller, Chair of the Department of Biblical Education
How well do youremember Cedarville’scampus? If you can
correctly identify the location
of each photo, you will receive
a limited-edition Founder’s Hall
print. To submit your answers,
e-mail your numbered list to
alumni@cedarville.edu. 
Be sure to include your name




Competent. Understanding. Passionate. That’s howthose who work with Roger Overturf ’75 describehim. As director of public relations at Cedarville
University, Roger is charged with maintaining and
enhancing the University’s image in the public arena. The
public relations mission is to effectively tell the Cedarville
story often and tailor it to a variety of media and varied
audiences. 
The story of Roger’s journey back to Cedarville follows a
long path filled with many twists and turns. Roger
graduated from Cedarville in 1975 with a bachelor of arts
degree in communication arts and worked in the insurance
industry before accepting a commission in the Air Force in
1979. During that time, he earned a master’s degree in
public administration from Central Michigan University. 
Roger has taught public affairs, journalism,
management/leadership, speech communication, and
politic-military affairs at the Defense Information School,
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. Additionally, he has
served as public affairs officer and primary spokesperson
for Joint Task Force Full Accounting (U.S. POW-MIA
investigative team in Vietnam) and director of public
affairs at the Air Force Institute of Technology. He is now
completing a Ph.D. at Trinity Theological Seminary. 
Roger shared, “Shortly after I was assigned to teach in
the Air Force ROTC program at the University of Notre
Dame, it became apparent to me that working with college-
age young people afforded tremendous opportunities to
impact their lives. I saw the light come on in the eyes of
students on many occasions, both in and out of the
classroom. I could see how things I said and did affected
the trajectory of their lives.”
He continued, “I was reminded of watching astronauts
playing golf on the moon. I know that sounds strange, but
follow the logic for a second. Those of us old enough to
remember the Apollo program remember that several
astronauts took golf clubs and balls with them to the moon.
Because of the bulk of their spacesuits, it was impossible
for them to take much of a swing. Although their motion
was compact and slow, the ball took off and traveled a long
distance. I came to see the same thing was true in my
interactions with students. Statements about life values or
comments about personal motivations, although anything
but profound, had the same kind of effect on their lives as
that compact swing had on the golf balls on the moon. 
A little effort went a long way.”
He enjoyed working with students so much that he
decided that when he retired from the Air Force, he wanted
to be a public relations director at a Christian college. 
He explained, “It wasn’t long before I thought, ‘Why not
Cedarville?’ So, in 1983 I started praying about becoming
the Cedarville PR director.”
Roger then spent several years overseas in a variety of
military public affairs assignments before being assigned to
nearby Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in 1995. “Shortly
after we settled in, I learned that the public relations job at
Cedarville was open,” he said. “My reaction was, ‘This is
it! I’ve been praying for 12 years for this opportunity, and
now the Lord is opening the door!’”
Roger did not get the job then; he wasn’t even
interviewed. “I was devastated,” he admitted. “In fact,
looking back, I think I was probably in a clinically
depressed state for many months after that. I was certain
that my prayers were not going to be answered, and my
A l l  R o a d s  L e a d  t o
C e d a r v i l l e
by Cessna Catherine Winslow
The story of Roger’s journey back to Cedarville follows a
long path filled with many twists and turns.
For Roger Overturf ’75, this was definitely the case.
Pictured at left: Roger ’75 and Linda Franson Overturf ’77
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mind-set was that God had rejected
me.”
Despite that, he was still intent on
becoming a part of the Cedarville
family again. “In my anxiety, I
decided to try to force the issue by
applying for every position that
came open,” he shared. “I wasn’t
qualified by either experience or
training for any of them, but I
applied anyway. I got lots of
rejections and ‘Thanks, but no
thanks’ responses. I became even
more depressed. But, God brought
dear friends and mentors into my
life to help keep me afloat during
what was the worst period of
uncertainty and anxiety I’ve ever
gone through.”
In the summer of 1996, Roger
was deployed to Bosnia-
Herzegovina as a member of the
Dayton Peace Accords
implementation force. He recalled,
“I was serving in the Coalition Press Information Center in
Sarajevo when I received word that my wife, Linda
(Franson) ’77, had been offered a
job in the student health clinic as a
staff nurse. I was happy for her,
but even more depressed about my
own situation. Even after I
returned home, I found it difficult
to come to campus, because I
knew I couldn’t stay.”
During that time, Roger met
regularly with a Bible faculty
member. “We became very close
friends,” said Roger, “primarily
because he refused to give up on
me, and he helped me keep from
giving up on myself.” Everything
culminated in the summer of
1997, when the PR position again
came open. “This time,” he said,
“I didn’t even apply for the job.
Dr. Martin Clark [vice president
for development] called and asked
if I was interested. ‘Was I
interested?!’ I thought!”
Just before Dr. Clark called, the
Air Force closed the window for early retirement
applications. But, when it reopened just a couple of months
The highlight of Roger's Air Force career came as he served as public affairs officer and principal spokesperson for Joint Task Force Full Accounting, the Defense Department's
Vietnam-era POW/MIA investigative team. Headquartered in Hawaii, Roger made nearly two dozen trips to Southeast Asia, including Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia
from 1992-1995. He hosted and briefed hundreds of diplomats, members of Congress, journalists, family members, and other interested parties, including this VFW official
(above left) from Arizona. His most poignant memories are about serving as a member of the Honor Guard as the remains of American service members lost in that conflict
were recovered and returned to the United States for forensic identification, return to families, and internment on American soil. 
As a captain in the mid-1980s, Roger served as commandant of
cadets at the Air Force ROTC detachment at the University of Notre
Dame. It was here that his dream of returning to the Cedarville
campus first took root in his mind and heart. 
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later, Roger jumped. “So, I’m certain that my being here is
not an accident,” he concluded. “Only God Himself could
have caused all things to work together for good.”
In public relations, you need to be able to see and
understand the bigger picture and respond in a proactive
manner. Understanding what is best for the organization
and the goal is critical. Supported by his wealth of
experience and common sense, Roger is passionate and
energetic about what he believes is in the University’s best
interest and in the best interest of the public relations office
specifically. “My vision for the PR office is to become the
University’s communication hub. My experiences have
taught me that any disparity or discontinuity in
communications from organizations tends to confuse
customers and stakeholders. What I hope to do is find ways
to help create continuity and consistency across the
spectrum of University communications, whether written,
spoken, or transmitted,” explained Roger. 
Roger understands how to apply that visionary mind-set
in his supervisory and human relations roles as well.
Maybe it’s understanding what faith, trials, and patience do
to refine a person, but Roger’s experience is probably why
his staff, which now numbers eight, would also describe
him as “understanding.” He regularly prays for and with
his staff and is genuinely concerned about their well-being.
When trials or hardships come their way, Roger stands by
them, offering a listening ear and gentle encouragement
with sincere support.
Roger concluded, “I think anyone who has the privilege
of working at a place like Cedarville will tell you the most
rewarding aspect is knowing that what you do has an effect
on the Kingdom of God. Whenever I interact with people
about what’s happening at Cedarville, or how they can be
involved—whether face-to-face or through a
communication vehicle like the Torch or Inspire—that
interaction has the potential to be life-changing and eternal
in scope. That’s a benefit few organizations or professions
can match.”
Roger holds an office meeting with members of his PR staff. 
(from left to right) Kerry Estes, Kara Steinman ’02, Roger Overturf ’75, Dan Clingan, Kristi Gleason ’98, and Carrie Savage
A Sor t  o f  Homecoming
Stories from alums who came home to Cedarv i l l e
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Inspire talked with a number of alumni about how and why they have returned to Cedarville as employees. Although their
stories are varied, they all share a common sentiment. They are all thrilled to be a part of the ministry of Cedarville University.
Mark Irving ’94
Director of Discipleship Ministries
At Cedarville since 2001
The Lord changed the direction of my life as a student here at Cedarville in the early 90s. Through
relationships, ministry involvement, and the overall Cedarville experience, I graduated with “Biology” written on
my diploma, but “Ministry” engraved on my heart. I returned because I wanted to be used by God to impact
students at the ’Ville in a similar way. As one of my mentors repeatedly told me, “The only two things that God
will take off this planet are His Word and people. Investing your life in building God’s Word into people is the
secret to a legacy that will last.” I intend, with God’s help, to do just that ... and train others to do the same! 
Elisabeth Martin ’96
Assistant Athletic Trainer
At Cedarville since 2001
The Lord brought me back to Cedarville after being gone for five years. I was the head athletic trainer at a
high school in Miami, Florida. I had no reason to leave other than the Lord told me that my time there was
done. Not knowing what He wanted me to do, I e-mailed Dr. Evan Hellwig ’84 and Bob Duchardt (Duke) to
ask for prayer as to what I should do with my future. Before I knew it, I was being asked if I would consider
working here. As I prayed, the Lord gave me total peace about working as an assistant athletic trainer. I work with
the men’s soccer team, women’s and men’s tennis teams, and women’s softball team. I minister to the athletes and student athletic trainers
in our program. 
Steve Gruber ’74
Assistant Professor of Education
At Cedarville since 2000
Since graduating from what was at that time Cedarville College, I remained in contact with several of the
professors and administrators. The desire to return as a faculty member was an aspiration that I had hoped would
someday become a reality. The years of classroom teaching, coaching, and building administration in public
schools were all part of God’s plan to prepare me for a future ministry at Cedarville University. It is my desire to
use this experience to help better prepare both undergraduate and graduate students to become effective educators.
The Lord began to speak to me about applying for a teaching position at Cedarville while my oldest daughter, Erin, was a student here.
After submitting an application, I was contacted to discuss the possibility of my coming to teach and work with the development of the
master of education program. I was very excited about the opportunity to return to Cedarville, but there were several timing issues that had
to be worked out. Each issue that I brought before the Lord was wonderfully taken care of. Soon my prayers changed from, “Lord, please
open the doors if you want me to be at Cedarville” to “Lord, please close the doors if you don’t want me to go to Cedarville.”
Now, after completing two years as a faculty member, I am quite sure that this is the place in which the Lord would have me minister.
The interaction with the students and other faculty members has been super. I cannot think of any better environment in which to be a





At Cedarville since 1998
Immediately upon graduation from Cedarville I accepted a job with the computer services department.
Although the student body and the campus seem quite different than they did when I was a student just a few
years ago, many of the positive characteristics I remember remain strong. One especially refreshing aspect is the
optimism and genuineness of so many students. I enjoy their creative ideas and plans to improve the world
around them. I also value the relationships among faculty and other staff members. When someone expresses a
need or health difficulty, there seems to be a rally of prayer and support for that person. 
Ben Belleman ’79
Head Men’s Soccer Coach
At Cedarville since 2001
God brought me to Cedarville through some very interesting circumstances. I chose to return because I desired
to serve God at the place that raised me and to give back what was given to me. I feel that my ministry is to use
the game I love—soccer—to share Christ with others and to help Christian men learn to worship God with
whatever talent they have (Rom. 12:1). We seek for them to find God’s pleasure as they play the game of soccer. 
Christina Rising Faulkner ’98
Facility Scheduler/Event Assistant
At Cedarville since 1999
After graduating in ’98, I was working part-time in retail and was really discouraged. I decided to apply for
an office manager position for a new department at Cedarville called external relations. I started working on
September 16, 1999 and still love my job. I am a point of contact for many churches, schools, pastors, teachers,
students, etc. Since our office deals with these people every day, I feel I have a ministry in their lives even if I am
just talking with them on the phone. I feel I have an even bigger ministry when these people come to campus for
one of our events and I see them face-to-face. It is great to meet them and treat them as if they are already my friends. It is amazing to
think that there may be more ways that I am ministering here on campus than I am aware of. I just hope that in all of them I am
glorifying God.
Merlin Ager ’60
Dean of the School of Education and Professional Studies
At Cedarville from 1964-1975 and since 1978
I attended Cedarville when there were about 120 of us. We lived on the third floor of Collins. I formed the
most wonderful Christian friendships with my roommates which have lasted a lifetime. I was instructed by many
wonderful professors who were sacrificing much to be here. The small college atmosphere gave me confidence in
my ability to succeed academically. 
After graduating in 1960, I attended the University of Wisconsin in Madison for a degree in guidance and
counseling. I took a position as a counselor-teacher in Wisconsin. In 1963, I attended a guidance institute at Miami University (Ohio) and
renewed my contacts in Ohio.
Being at Cedarville became a fulfilled dream in 1964. I have loved being at CU these many years and would not change that career path
if given the opportunity. Many students have experienced the Cedarville teacher education program, and I have been privileged to teach
most of them. Homecoming is a great event as alums stop by to say “hi” and “thanks.” My interest in missions has been encouraged by
CU. Many of my long-term friendships with students go back to an MIS experience together.
I have experienced great fulfillment at CU—being spiritually free to express my Christianity totally, ministering to students, being
challenged daily through chapel, interacting with sharp Christian students and colleagues, being a part of an institution with a mission with




At Cedarville since 1991
My wife’s health caused her to ask me to change employment. I said I would not want to leave my job except
to work at Cedarville. In January 1991, I called Cedarville Grounds Supervisor Paul Ware and asked if he
happened to have an opening. He said, “Strange that you should call at this time, but the new mowing machine
will be here April 1 and the grass will be here April 1—when can you be here?” I started April 8, 1991. As Paul
Ware says, “We cooperate with God in beautifying this campus.” I have the best job on campus. I love my work!
Tom Mach ’88 
Associate Professor of History
At Cedarville since 2000
As a student here, I developed a strong desire to teach in a Christian institution of higher learning. Each
professor I had left an imprint on my life and assisted me by grounding me in the faith and encouraging me to
integrate that faith with what I was learning. Even more, there were a few key individuals that really took me
under their wings. They modeled what it means to be a Christian intellectual, challenged me to critically evaluate
information, and cared for me in times of need. It was their influence and encouragement that led me to go on
to graduate school.
Throughout my graduate school experience, I hoped to return to Cedarville. There were no openings in my field, however, and the
Lord blessed me with six good years at another fine Christian college.
When I found out about the opening here in 2000, my wife, Christine (McCormick) ’88, and I immediately began to seek the Lord’s
guidance. I had turned over the idea of returning to Cedarville to the Lord by then. We believed it was an opportunity from Him when it
came and so were delighted when I was offered a position. Cedarville’s role in both of our lives has made us eager to serve at this
institution. We appreciate its recognition of the value of chapel, its theological heritage, and its maintenance of the traditional liberal arts
focus. We regard the opportunity to play a role in the lives of students a special privilege and a great responsibility. We hope to impact the
lives of our current students in the same way that our professors did in our own lives. 
Synthia Wilhelm ’02
Secretary, Office of the President
At Cedarville since 2002
I decided to stay and work at Cedarville because of the atmosphere. I wanted to be in an environment where
I could surround myself with Christians and be encouraged and stretched daily by others. I am so happy to be
here! I get the opportunity to work with the cheerleading squad as an assistant coach. I would really like to teach,
encourage, and be there for the girls whenever they need me.
James Leightenheimer ’80 
Associate Professor of Communication Arts
At Cedarville since 1982
I was preparing to change jobs and I called Wes Baker (my former professor) and asked him if I could list him
as a reference. He said that my name had come up that day for a faculty position, but that they thought I
wouldn’t be interested. I was, and God opened the doors, and here we are 20 years later.
My ministry is to 1) teach students about electronic media, 2) provide them with as many opportunities as
possible to practice skills that will prepare them for the future, and 3) provide as many “bridges” as possible from




At Cedarville since 2001
As my graduation approached in 2001, I did not sense that I was ready to leave Cedarville yet. I had worked as
a student receptionist in the admissions office when I realized there would be a position opening in guest services.
I was traveling with a ministry team for most of the summer after graduation and then doing a six-week
missionary internship in Brazil, so I would not be available to start in the position until November. Therefore, if I
were to get this job, the Lord would need to pull some major strings. The Lord opened the doors for the guest
coordinator position in the admissions office, and they were even willing to hold the job for me until my return in November! 
The ministry opportunities in guest services/admissions are endless. Every day I talk to students as they make one of the biggest
decisions they’ll ever make. My prayer is that the Lord can use me as a tool to help guide and encourage them in this very important
decision of choosing a college. I pray that I can learn to look at each person who steps into my office as a precious and unique individual. 
I hope to seek to serve and love them as Christ would.
Mark Womack ’82
Sports Information Director
At Cedarville since 1983
I wanted a vocation in athletics and happened to be in the right place at the right time when Cedarville was
looking for a full-time sports information director in the fall of 1983. God led me to Cedarville as a student in
1978 and kept me here.
My simple goal is to publicize an athletic program that is successful, but more importantly, features
committed Christian student-athletes. It is an easy way to spread the gospel in the secular media, through the
Web, and in our publications.
Sandi Welch Harner ’64
Professor of English
At Cedarville since 1981
I love my job here. I walk across campus sometimes and can’t believe it’s true. This fall will be the beginning
of my 25th year. As a student I never dreamed that I would ever come back to Cedarville as a faculty member. 
I marvel at how God has led me. 
I always say, “My life changed one day in Arby’s!” My husband and I had stopped by, and Ed Spencer and
his wife were there. Having graduated from Cedarville as an English major, I had had Ed as one of my professors.
We greeted one another, and when Ed discovered that I had been teaching high school English and adult education, he asked if I would
ever consider teaching as an adjunct at Cedarville. Of course, I said that it sounded great.
Late one night, my phone rang, and it was Ed asking if I would teach a section of Composition I. I asked if I could think about it, and
he said, “Yes—until tomorrow morning.” Classes started in two days. Around 3 a.m., after tossing and turning all night, my husband said,
“Just say ‘yes’ and go to sleep.”
And the rest is history. I loved it and started work on a master’s degree that summer. I did that for three years, graduated in 1981, and
signed my first full-time contract for that fall. In 1984 I started the professional writing emphasis. In 2000, we changed the name to
technical and professional communication.
The best part about teaching at Cedarville is having such an active part in the lives of the students. We become so close. Most of them
stay in touch. I still get e-mail and cards from students all the way back to the beginning of the program.
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Carl Ruby ’83
Vice President for Student Services
At Cedarville since 1983
More than any other institution or person, Cedarville University has shaped my understanding of what it
means to follow Christ. Each day, I thank God for letting me work here, because I want this school to continue to
have the kind of influence in others’ lives that it had in mine. 
I came back to Cedarville thinking that this would be a short-term job that would allow me to complete a
Psy.D. and go into private practice as a psychologist. When I got here, I found out that I loved working with
college students, and I enjoyed administration more than counseling. 
In the student services division we talk about shaping the culture so that it reflects the values of the Kingdom of heaven and the spirit of
Jesus Christ. Ultimately, that’s what my ministry is here—to shape the culture and make sure that everything that happens outside the
classroom supports what is happening academically. I’m especially excited about the chance that this affords me to work with fringe kids—
students who are wrestling with their faith and struggling with doubts. To me, there is even an evangelistic aspect of working with these
kinds of students.
Karen Mathews Callan ’85
Clinical Lab Instructor for Nursing Department
At Cedarville since 1992
I was asked if I would be interested in managing the clinical nursing lab and teaching in the spring of 1992,
which is the year the ENS building was finished. I accepted, of course, on a part-time basis due to my children.
It was very exciting to be a part of the nursing department in a new, beautiful facility and actually teach with the
wonderful professors who taught me! Since I live here in Cedarville, it was so convenient, and my hours were
flexible to accommodate my family.
God has been so good! I love teaching nursing, love hanging out with the students, love to watch them mature in Christ and in their
nursing knowledge! This is the best job in the world. I’ve often said that I don’t consider my work here a job—it’s a privilege! 
Jason Atwell ’98
Assistant Director of Admissions
At Cedarville since 1998
I never thought that I would end up working at CU. As I approached graduation, I was encouraged to apply
for a position, and as I prayed about it and considered it, I realized that I would enjoy nothing more than to
support the ministry of Cedarville through my time and energy as a staff member. I wanted to work with people
and share with them what CU is all about. I have now completed my fourth year of telling the story of Cedarville.
I view my ministry at CU as one of encouragement to families and students who are seeking a place to attend
school. I let them know about what God did in my life during my time here and how He provided for my needs more than I could ask or
imagine. I encourage them to pray fervently about where God would have them go to school, and then let them know that Cedarville is
the best school in the world!
Teresa:
The story of our return to Cedarville begins
with one word: prayer. As alumni we were
excited about our daughter’s interest in attending
the Summer Studies program in 1995. She fell in
love with Cedarville College and a small group of
fellow students. They decided to reunite at Li’l
Sibs Weekend the following February.
Jim:
Meanwhile, back in our hometown of Ft.
Wayne, Indiana, we were in the process of
moving to a new home within walking distance
of our church and the Christian school where
Teresa was teaching and where our two children
were attending.
Teresa:
At my school there was a group of moms who met regularly to
pray, and the teachers took turns submitting requests. The Tuesday
before Li’l Sibs Weekend was my turn, and I included our family’s
concern for college tuition. The woman in charge came by my room
and simply said to me, “Our God shall supply all your needs.”
Jim:
We enjoyed the basketball game on Saturday night of Li’l Sibs
Weekend and were heading out of the gym when Coach Elvin King
came up to Teresa and asked her to come with him to Dr. Callan’s
office. Once there, Coach King said, “This is the lady I was telling
you about and the one we prayed about this past Tuesday!” There
was a need for a women’s volleyball coach/teaching position, and
they wanted Teresa to consider taking the job.
Teresa:
I was honored to be considered but really was very comfortable
with our life in Indiana and was not interested in making a change. 
Jim:
We attended Grace Baptist Church in Cedarville on Sunday
morning where our long-time friend David Graham is pastor. His
message that day focused on how we as Christians can determine
God’s leading in our lives and decisions. Teresa and I looked at each
other several times during the sermon in amazement. One of Pastor
Graham’s suggestions for making obedient decisions was to enlist the
prayer support of those you respect. At the end of the service I
headed straight to the platform and asked Pastor Graham to pray for
our family.
Teresa:
After a follow-up phone call from Dr. Callan and praying about
this possibility, we decided to at least apply, and then the interview
process began. During one of the early interviews I made it clear that
they were pursuing the wrong person—I wasn’t
going to be the one who decided to move our
family; it was Jim whom they needed to be
considering.
Jim:
As Dr. Callan spoke with me to find out about
my talents and abilities, it became very clear that
Cedarville was very serious about us coming back
to serve there. 
Teresa:
The process continued until the final interview
with the board of trustees was scheduled. During
our trip to Cedarville, we talked about the
possibilities of moving, and Jim said, “Just relax. 
I say there is a 90 percent chance that we will be
staying in Ft. Wayne.” Normally the trustee
interview can be a very intimidating experience; however, in my case
I was not nervous knowing that our family would not be moving to
Cedarville.
Jim:
As Teresa was meeting with the trustees, I had lunch with 
Dr. Callan, and he continued to encourage me to consider the
possibility of moving to Cedarville. There did not seem to be an
opening that fit my skills, but I remember his comment that
“Sometimes you just need to take a step of faith in life and trust Him.”
I began to think and pray even more fervently about this decision.
Teresa:
Within a few days, Cedarville offered positions to both Jim and
me. We gathered as a family to discuss it and pray specifically for
direction and guidance. It soon became apparent that God was
leading us back to Cedarville. Jim even mentioned that if we did not
move, we would be disobeying God’s will. Our family agreed that we
should go.
Jim:
It was incredible how the many details began to fall into place. For
example, a young couple followed us home from church because
they heard we were moving. They purchased our home that night.
Teresa:
By August of 1996, we found ourselves living in Cedarville.
Jim:
The past six years have reinforced God’s leading us to Cedarville.
We have been blessed to be a part of His work and see what He has
accomplished. I have worked in the admissions office for the last five
and a half years and have recently accepted a position as assistant
sports information director. Teresa has impacted many students
through her teaching and coaching position here at the ’Ville. 
God answers prayer!
Jim ’75 and Teresa Cooper Clark ’75
Assistant Sports Information Director (Jim) and Volleyball Coach (Teresa)
At Cedarville since 1996
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50s
Maureen Zielinski Stirsman ’58 is thrilled to have her
true story, “Sunday Escape,” published in the Karen
O’Connor book Help, Lord! I’m having a Senior Moment.
Maureen and her husband, Thomas ’58, reside in 
Buford, Georgia.
Ray ’59 and Janice VanHorn Reiner ’66 were able to
travel to Senador Pompeu, Brazil, where they started a
church in the 1970s. They were gratified to see the church
growing and the Lord blessing despite the many bumps
encountered through the years. In May 2002, their church
in Brazil had the privilege of serving the various church
delegates who attended the state association meeting of
Regular Baptist churches.
60s
John ’64 and Judy Marcellus Bigelow ’67 are
awaiting the call that will tell them a liver has been found
for John’s transplant. They live in Alaska, but will go to
Seattle, Washington for the procedure. Please pray for the
transplant and the many details that need to be worked out
concerning their replacements at Bethany Baptist Church in
Juneau, Alaska.
Dennis Bellew ’65 and his wife, Frances, have started a
computerized Dial the Bible ministry in New York City.
People who call will hear an introductory message, a
reading of a chapter of the Old or New Testament, and a
closing message that urges listeners to call again if they
need spiritual help. 
Mark ’67 and Beth Ziegler Trimble ’67 rejoice that God
provides even in the worst of circumstances. Their camps and
seminaries in Rio Branco, Brazil feared closing, but both
showed record enrollments. Mark has been working hard
filling in the gaps in many different areas. The need is great
for mature spiritual leadership.
John Rueck ’68 and his wife, Faye, are excited that an
office was purchased for the local Child Evangelism Fellowship
Alumnotes
Leading the Legacy
In May 2002, “The Legacy”
newsletter reported that Lee C.
Reno ’71 has been promoted
to executive vice president of
Xenia-based Legacy Ministries
International (LMI). Lee
assumed his new post on July 1,
2002. 
Legacy Ministries International is a multifaceted
ministry with a vision to equip generations to know
and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. Lee’s duties will
include strategic planning, ministry partnership
development, and formulation and oversight of new
educational ministries, as well as serving as chief
financial officer. 
According to the newsletter, Lee has worked with
Dayton (Ohio) Christian Schools for 30 years—
serving for the past 10 years as assistant
superintendent. He was chairman of the Association of
Christian Schools International (ACSI) Regional
Accreditation Commission and has served on several
Ohio Department of Education committees dealing
specifically with standards for non-public schools and
the Ohio proficiency test. 
“Lee brings spiritual maturity together with the
experience and expertise needed to establish new
educational ministries at LMI,” said Bud Schindler,
president of LMI. “No one is more capable of leading
this project than Lee Reno.”
Lee and his wife, Melanie (King) ’73, reside in
Xenia, Ohio. They have three children: Curtis ’94,
Jennifer ’02, and Maggie.
Home on the Range
Few people in Ohio can sing, “Oh, give me a home,
where the buffalo roam,” look out the window, and
see their wish fulfilled. As the owners and operators of
Maple Lane Bison Ranch near Springfield, Ohio,
Milton ’71 and Paula Bolen Palmer ’70 find
buffalo to be an everyday part of their lives as well as
an opportunity for ministry. 
How did two retired educators end up with their own
bison ranch? Milt explains, “Paula was diagnosed with
hypoglycemia and needed a high protein low fat diet.
We had been looking at ways to diversify our three
farms from cattle, hogs, and grain farming to
something different.” Bison meat was a perfect fit for
Paula’s dietary needs and for the farm, so the Palmers
purchased a herd of bison from ranches in
Pennsylvania and South Dakota. As their herd grew
(they now have 80 bison), they had so much extra
meat that they began selling buffalo burgers at fairs.
Business boomed, and they now sell buffalo roasts,
steaks, hot dogs, brats, bologna, and jerky, both at
fairs and at their ranch.
The ranch also serves as a way for the Palmers to
share Christ with the many people they meet and to
support Christian ministries. Their mission statement is
“to support ministries that disseminate the gospel of
Jesus Christ … by providing those ministries with a
healthy, chemically free, high protein meat (American
Bison) and … financial assistance.” 
The Palmers’ unique story was featured in the
June/July 2002 issue of Family Journal. To contact the
Palmers, call 937-964-8149 or visit their Web site at
www.maplelanebison.com.
(CEF) work in northern Hungary. They were able to hold
their fifth annual CEF camp this summer, as well as a
summer missionary training conference. 
70s
Roger Cook ’70 recently had his
book, Sailing by Grace: A Journey of
the Heart, published by GBC Media. 
The book blends poetry and Scripture as
a means of encouraging its readers in
the challenges of life. Roger and his
wife, Konnie (Guthrie) ’70, have
served the Lord at their church’s
Christian school for the past 28 years,
Roger as the administrator and Konnie as a teacher and
elementary principal. The Cooks reside in Taylor, Michigan.
Linda Betts Duffield ’72 and her husband, Ken, continue
to see God’s hand in the literature ministry for Mexico. Due
to Ken’s health, they are not able to visit the many pastors
that they know and have worked with throughout Mexico.
Please pray that a kidney transplant would be available so
Ken and Linda can continue the work they desire to do.
Jim Clark ’75 has been named assistant sports
information director at Cedarville University. Jim had
previously worked in the admissions office as production
coordinator. In his new position, Jim will be in charge of the
Redefining 
Teacher Education
A new book by Dr. Diane
De Nicola Orlofsky ’78




A professor of music at Troy
State University in Alabama,
Diane is the author of Redefining Teacher Education: 
The Theories of Jerome Bruner and the Practice of Training
Teachers. The book is published by Peter Lang Publishing of
New York as part of its “Rethinking Childhood” Series.
“We have set the bar too low in many teacher education
classes,” Diane said. “We need to raise the quality of
instruction in the classroom, putting more responsibility on
teacher educators.” 
Her book also urges educators to “sacrifice breadth of
knowledge for depth of knowledge.” She explains that
teachers, in their rush to cover course material, often
neglect to provide their students with the depth required to
master key principles.
Diane decided to write this, her first book, after years of
studying the writings of famed educator-psychologist Jerome
Bruner. “This book is really an attempt to try to turn
renewed attention back to some of Dr. Bruner’s theories,”
she said. “They are grounded in common sense and are
very applicable to the modern university classroom.”
Diane was named an American Fellow by the American
Association of University Women for her work in applying
Bruner’s writings to teacher education. In addition, she has
won several awards, including the Ingalls Award for
Teaching Excellence and Wright State University Outstanding
Music Alum Award for 2002-2003. Diane holds a Ph.D. in
music education from Florida State University. 
E-mail Diane at dorlof@trojan.troyst.edu.
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which is “awarded to the senior medical student who
embodies the ideal of the physician’s caring commitment to
moral and ethical values in medicine.” John and his wife,
Anne, currently reside in York, Pennsylvania, where he is
beginning his residency program in general medicine at
York Hospital. 
Ruth Fareno Longenecker ’83 and her husband, Craig,
will be going to a closed country as tentmakers in
November 2002. Craig will do medical research, clinical
work, and teach in a university. Ruth will home-school their
two children and reach out to women in the area.
Ken Bandy ’84 received his doctorate in training and
organization development from the University of North
Texas in May 2002. Ken is an assistant professor of
business administration and management information
systems with Texas A&M University System. He and his
wife, Stacey, live in Allen, Texas, with their two children,
Stuart and McKenna, where they enjoy leading small group
leadership training workshops and are assisting in a new
church plant.
Jim Conley ’84 is flying AC-130U gunships with Air Force
Special Operations. Since September 11, he has been on
the road continuously around the globe.
Jack Einwechter ’84 was reassigned in June 2002 as
legal advisor to the office of the chief, U.S. Army legislative
liaison, in Washington, D.C. He will represent the Army on
legislative matters before Congress and serve as a special
prosecutor with the anti-terrorism war crimes commissions.
Previously, Jack served as the deputy staff judge advocate
for the first infantry division in Würzburg, Germany.
Aaron ’85 and Annegret Grosse Bowes ’87 and
their four children, Hanna, Philip, Kathrin, and Emily, enjoy
Lois King Riggs ’76 received her master of education
degree from Bob Jones University in May 2000. She resides
in Greenville, South Carolina.
Patty Neely Zemmer ’76 and her husband, Dave,
rejoice that a church building was constructed for Berean
Baptist Church in Barreiras, Brazil. They enjoyed a mini-
furlough this past summer.
Jonathan Couture ’77 is the groundskeeping supervisor
for Legacy Center in Xenia, Ohio. His wife, Sarah
(Griffeth) ’74, teaches art two days a week at Dayton
Christian Schools in Kettering. They reside in Xenia.
Sallie Pickard Fogle ’77 and her husband, Larry, work
in the stewardship department of Bibles International in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Larry generates meetings, then
represents Bibles International where God opens the door.
He is thankful that Sallie is able to travel with him often.
Larry is also the liaison with an Internet host site for the
Internet version of a New Testament for the Philippines.
80s
Joanne Davis Rink ’81 and
her husband, Daniel, announce
the adoption of Emily Olivia in
April 2002. Emily joins her
brother, Brandon, at home in
Anderson, South Carolina.
Timothy Power ’82 received
his master of theology degree
from Princeton Theological
Seminary in May 2002.
John M. Balaicuis ’83 received
the degree of doctor of medicine
from the Jefferson Medical College of
Thomas Jefferson University in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on 
June 7, 2002. At a special ceremony
during Commencement Week, he was
selected from his graduating class of
225 students to receive the
prestigious J. Woodrow Savacool Prize in Medical Ethics,
design and layout of sports media guides, game programs,
and “The STING,” a sports information newsletter. He will
also continue as the women’s basketball public address
announcer and as assistant volleyball coach with his wife,






as part of The
Christian Consortium
on the Paranormal.
The event featured Christian illusionists from the U.S. and
Great Britain sharing papers on the role deception plays in
alleged psychic phenomena. Rod has been a professional
comedy illusionist for the past ten years. He and his wife,
Jeannie (Yoder) ’76, have three children, Jennifer (19),
David (15), and Jordan (6), and reside in Tucson, Arizona.
Ken Van Loon ’75 was honored in May 2002 when
Great Plaines Baptist Divinity School of Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, conferred the honorary degree of doctor of
humanities on him. Ken is the national deputy chief of the
chaplain service in the United States Air Force Auxiliary and
a pastor at Immanuel Baptist Church in Newton, Iowa.
Thomas McDonald ’76 is currently president of Bible
Believers Assembly and is professor of theology at Masters
Native Bible College in Tyendanaga Mohawk Territory,
Ontario. He is working on completing his doctorate of
theology at Carolina University of Theology while pastoring
Ross Brethren Church in Mendon, Ohio. The German state
of Westphalia recently gave him two coats of arms: a
personal coat of arms and a coat of arms representing his
title of Blaustern Persevant. The title is based upon one of
Thom’s ancestors—Lonhard Miess—who was a member of
the court of the count of Wittgenstein. The count was well-
known for giving refuge to Anabaptists in the 1500s in
Germany. This is not the first time Thom has received an
honor from a foreign government. In 2001, he received the
Native American Veterans Medal from the Canadian
Government for his service during the Vietnam War (Thom
has dual American/Canadian citizenship and is of Cree
heritage on his father’s side.) Thom has homes in Leipsic,
Ohio and Lost River, Québec, since he ministers to the
Hispanic migrant workers of Leipsic and the indigenous
peoples of Québec.
Martha White Mohler '76 shares that four cousins
graduated from Cedarville University together in June
2002. They are (from left to right): Holly Mohler '02,
Jamie Mohler '02, Rachael Mohler '02, and Aaron
Dieringer '02. Proud alumni parents are: Thomas '78
and Martha White Mohler '76 of Austin, Texas
(Rachael's parents) and Dennis '81 and Joyce Mohler




assistant professor of rhetoric
and communication studies at
the University of Minnesota
(UM), has been honored with
the Arthur “Red” and Helene
B. Motley Outstanding
Teaching Award. 
Kirt began teaching at UM in 1996, and the very
next year was nominated by students to receive the
Outstanding Faculty Award. (He won the award when
he was nominated a second time in 2001.) 
He continually receives positive evaluations from
students, one of which said: “I look to Professor
Wilson as an exemplar scholar, whose scholarship is
first rate and who continually inspires my own critical
thinking; as a model teacher, whose pedagogical skills
I attempt to emulate; and as an ideal mentor, who is
both supportive and fun.”
In addition to his teaching honors, Kirt has
garnered awards for his research on rhetoric topics.
His research on African-American civil rights earned
him The New Investigator Award in 2001 and the Karl
Wallace Award from the National Communication
Association in 2002.
Kirt holds two advanced degrees in rhetorical
studies: an M.A. from Purdue University and a Ph.D.
from Northwestern University. He currently resides in
Minneapolis, Minnesota with his wife, Janice 




Marriott ’85 has been
named one of two 2002
Outstanding Alumni Award
recipients at Wright State
University School of Medicine.
The July/August 2002 issue of
Health Care Today explained:
[Randy], who earned his
medical degree from Wright State in 1991, is an
attending emergency physician in the Emergency Trauma
Center at Miami Valley Hospital. [He] is also part of Ohio
Task Force One, which was deployed to New York City on
Sept. 11, 2001. 
In the wake of the terrorist attacks, [Randy] spent
nine days working 12 to 14 hours each day assisting
rescue and recovery efforts at Ground Zero. For his
efforts, he was another recipient of the first State Fire
Marshal Award for Heroism. 
[Randy] also conducted disaster recovery efforts
following the Xenia tornado in September 2000. [He is]
medical director for the Dayton and Miami Township Fire
Departments.
Randy and his wife, Lynda (Masters) ’87, 
live in Dayton.
Photo Courtesy of Diana Watters
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Dave Gehringer ’88 and
his wife, Tonya, announce the
birth of Johnathan William on
April 12, 2002. Dave is a
police officer with the Lebanon
(Ohio) Police Department, and
Tonya is taking a break from
teaching to stay at home with
Johnathan. They reside in
Clarksville, Ohio.
Jill Slayton Puett ’88 and her husband, Stephen, serve
the Lord in Guyana, South America. They are pleased that
many national believers are stepping up and taking
opportunities to oversee many ministries. 
Steve ’88 and Chris Cheek Wood ’87 announce the
birth of Kegan Walton. He was born May 14, 2002 and
joins Erin (11), Amelia (9), and Caleb (5) at home in
Toledo, Ohio. Steve is an assistant manager for Walgreen’s
Drug Stores.
Brent Lydic ’89 received his master of arts degree in
Christian counseling and discipleship from Capital Bible
Seminary in May 2002. He and his wife, Leann 
(Swann) ’92, live in Highland, Maryland, with their four
children, Jared, Micah, Karisa, and Jacob.
Paul ’89 and Brenda Sutliff
Reid ’88 announce the birth
of Emeline Alisse on March 26,
2002. She was welcomed home
by Natalie (7) and Tyler (5).
Paul is an information
t0echnology project leader at
Cendant Mortgage in Mount
Laurel, New Jersey. He is currently leading a tech refresh
project for the whole mortgage division. Brenda stays at
home with the children and is very involved in a mom’s
Bible study. They attend Calvary Chapel of Philadelphia.
Rich Smith ’89 has been
promoted to assistant vice




serving the Lord in Berlin, Germany. They are thankful for
the amazing things God did on their evangelistic Sunday in
April 2002. 
DeMaurice Smith ’85 has been elected secretary of the
District of Columbia Bar Association. He is a litigation
partner with Latham & Watkins, where his practice includes
white collar criminal representation, civil litigation,
employment discrimination, and computer-related criminal
representation.
Valerie Holfield





She is working with
the education department to develop a major teaching
field in the area of special education. She and her









Pete and Sonya have been serving as missionaries with
Association of Baptists for World Evangelism in Chile since
1999 and hope to start a radio ministry in the near future.
Doug ’87 and Becky Averill Cherry ’87 announce the
birth of Hannah Grace. She was born April 16, 2001 and
joins Elisa (10), Kyle (8), and Bryan (7) at home in Joliet,
Illinois. Doug is a math teacher and cross country and
track coach at Joliet Central High School. Becky stays busy
at home.
Mark Nemitz ’87 was recently
awarded the Medal of Valor from
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg (North
Carolina) Police Department.
Mark was honored with this award
because of his exceptional actions
when faced with a life-threatening
shooting situation in which a
suspect had killed two people and
then turned on the police. Mark’s bravery and commitment
to duty ensured the safety of other officers and civilians.
His wife, Dianne (Davis) ’87, enjoys home-schooling
their three children, Amanda (13), Bradley (11), and 
Clay (9), in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Jeff VeStrand ’87 is the pastor of discipleship and
worship at Mountain View Community Church in Frederick,
Maryland. Jeff oversees the church’s small group and adult
education ministries and also provides leadership in the
areas of worship planning and direction. He and his wife,
Jennifer (Lenhart) ’89, reside in Mt. Airy, Maryland,
where Jennifer enjoys staying home with their children,
Brooke (10), Sydney (7), Payton (5), and Sawyer (2).
Jill Angel Bollinger ’88 and her husband, John, live in
Conneaut, Ohio. Jill home-schools their three children,
Ashley (8), Michael (6), and Abigail (2), whom the
Bollingers adopted in 2000 after caring for them in a
foster parent capacity. 
90s
Tim Alexander ’91 and his wife, Darlene, announce the
birth of Royal Elijah on March 28, 2002. He joins his older
brothers, Christian Josiah (6) and Nicolas Micaiah (4), and
his sister, Rosamond “Rosie” Faye (2), in Akron, Ohio. Tim
recently became the clinical director at Education
Alternatives, an alternative school (K-12) for behaviorally
and emotionally troubled children. Darlene enjoys staying
home with the children and home-schooling Christian and
Nicolas. The family is actively involved at Grace Church in
Bath, Ohio.
Timothy Steiner ’91 was ordained by the Calvary
Baptist Church of Mikado, Michigan on May 19, 2002.
Lori Lindner French ’92 and her husband, Dave, were
excited to see the results of hard work finally come
together during the three performances of The Wizard 
of Oz that the students at Faith Academy in the Philippines
performed during May 2002.
Craig ’92 and Karen
Williams Fuller ’93
announce the birth of Alexis
Virginia Grace on November
27, 2001. She joins her sister,
Natalie (3), at home in
Columbus, Ohio. Karen stays
at home with the girls, and
Craig is the golf course
superintendent at Clover
Valley Golf Club in Johnstown, Ohio. They attend Grace
Baptist Church in Westerville, Ohio.
Timothy ’92 and Susan
Shimp Heinrich ’94
announce the birth of Alyssa
May on June 9, 2001. She was
welcomed home by her sisters,
Janae and Samantha, in
Perrysville, Ohio, where Tim
pastors the Vermillion Baptist
Church. Susan enjoys teaching
instrumental music lessons in
their home and volunteering in the local public school.
Karl ’92 and Sandra
Rinehart Hofheinz ’94
announce the birth of Sarah
Lee on May 11, 2002 in
Roanoke, Virginia.
Jennifer Boatner Bond ’93 and her husband, Kelvin,
announce the birth of Claire Elizabeth on December 1,
2001 in Alta Loma, California. Kelvin is the program
director at Hillview Acres Children’s Home in Chino, where
Jennifer works part-time in the campus foster home.
Hillview is a therapeutic treatment center for abused and
neglected children.
Lights, Camera, Action!
In the Fall 2001 issue,
Inspire reported that Donna
Payne VanLiere ’89 had
written the book The Christmas
Shoes based on the chart-
topping tune of the same name.
The novella was inspired by
NewSong’s mainstream adult
contemporary radio single, The
Christmas Shoes, which hit No. 1
in January 2001 after just three
weeks on the chart. Now CBS will air a movie version of
Donna’s New York Times best-selling novella as a Movie
of the Week in the 2002 holiday season. 
Starring Rob Lowe (The West Wing) and Kimberly
Williams (Father of the Bride), the movie The Christmas
Shoes will feature the NewSong hit and cameo
appearances by members of the group. Filming is under-
way in Nova Scotia.
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Jeff Johnson ’93 and Beth Lutz ’93 were married
September 22, 2001. Jeff is the director of finance for a
Wall Street firm, and Beth is a pediatric nurse practitioner
with the neurosurgeons at Children’s Hospital. They reside
in Dallas, Texas.
Julie Buckley Macrae ’93 and her two brothers were
excited when they finished the Boston Marathon this year.
Jack Rooks ’93 and his wife,
Heidi, announce the birth of
Fallon Ruth on October 4, 2001.




Heidi enjoys staying at home
with Fallon. The Rooks reside in
Lake Charles, Louisiana.
Dan Treier ’93 received his doctorate from Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School in May 2002. He is an assistant
professor of theology at Wheaton College and resides in
Glen Ellyn, Illinois.
John ’93 and Jeanette Rome
Warnshuis ’93 announce the
adoption of Caitlin Joy. She was born
December 5, 2001 and welcomed into
their home 10 days later. They reside
in Plymouth, Michigan.
Darcey Blenis ’94 and Dean
Lewis were married August 11,
2001 at Loudonville Community
Church near Albany, New York.
The couple thoroughly enjoyed
their honeymoon in Cancún,
Mexico. They now reside in Troy,
New York, where Darcey works
for Troy Savings Bank, and
Dean is finishing his graduate studies at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute.
Dan Ernst ’94 and his wife,
Gwen, announce the birth of
Jacob Tyler on October 14,
2001. Dan is the youth pastor
at Washington Heights Baptist
Church in Dayton, Ohio. Gwen
enjoys staying home with Jake
and working part-time as a
preschool teacher.
Joe Esarey ’94 and his wife, Tina, announce the birth of
David James. He was born February 11, 2002 and joins
Daniel (6) and Hannah (3) at home in Fairfield, Ohio.
John ’94 and Julie Mulder Herrick ’92 have relocated
from the Bronx in New York City to Troy, Ohio. John
recently completed his residency in emergency medicine.
Julie is now staying at home with their son, Jack (2), but
she taught fourth grade in Harlem for one year.
Kimberley Lakes ’94 and James Kay were married 
July 7, 2002 in Madison, Wisconsin. Kim recently completed
her doctorate at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
began a clinical child psychology residency at the Children’s
Hospital of Los Angeles. James plans to enter a residency
program in internal medicine and pediatrics in the summer
of 2003. They reside in Los Angeles.
Bruce ’94 and Julie Seaman Moore ’93 announce the
birth of Ellen Caroline on May 12, 2002. She was named
after her great-grandmother, Dorothy Ellen Caroline
Hansen Christensen. The Moores reside in Taichung, Taiwan.
Kendal Noller ’94 and his wife, Christy, announce the
birth and arrival of their three children. Tanner James was
born on February 12, 2002. The 7-year-old twins,
Alexander Nikitin Lamar (Alex) and Katarina Svetlana Rosa
(Katie), arrived in America from Russia on March 25, 2002
after a long, long wait. The Nollers rejoice in these great
blessings from God. Kendal is a cost-segregation analyst for
Moss Adams in Spokane, Washington, and the family
resides in Chattaroy, Washington.
Brad ’94 and Sarah Stiles Palmer ’94 announce the
birth of Gracie Brianne on October 18, 2001. They reside in
Russellville, Arkansas, where Brad is a business manager
for Lyons Therapy Services. After teaching sixth grade
history for six years, Sarah is excited to have the awesome
privilege of staying home with Gracie.
Brad Graham ’95 is a
financial consultant with the
Worthington office of A.G.
Edwards & Sons, Inc. and
recently qualified for the Albert
Gallatin Award, one of the top
sales honors given by the firm.
He and his wife, Jill
(Aumsbaugh) ’96, attend
Grace Brethren Church in
Westerville, Ohio.
Jennifer Kierstead ’95 has returned to São Paulo, Brazil
to teach second grade and work with high school girls
through discipleship and sports. Jennifer is thankful that
she was able to complete her first semester of graduate
school while in the U.S. this past year.
Joseph '95 and Cherish Clark
Lesko '96 announce the birth of
Granite Clark Lesko on May 11, 2002.
Granite joins his big brother, Garston
(2), at home in Beavercreek, Ohio.
Joseph received his MCSD in June and
is currently a software consultant for
Advantage Technology Group, Inc.
Got Questions? 
Alums May Have Answers!
Stumped with a computer snag? Looking for the
best route to work in the Boston suburbs? Need a
good piano teacher in San Jose?
No matter what the question, finding the answer
could be as simple as logging onto a unique Web site
created by three Cedarville alumni. NerdHeard.com,
the brainchild of Andy Crefeld ’96, is the first
information auction of its kind on the Web. The site
allows users to post questions while other qualified
members bid on providing the answers.
“NerdHeard.com allows people to get answers to
any type of question—for work or personal life—in
a fast and easy way,” said Andy. “Although Web sites
with free information exist, there is no guarantee that
the information is high quality or that it will reach you
when you need it. The online auction format saves
time and ultimately saves money by supplying
information the user can trust.”
Andy was assisted in this endeavor by his wife,
Andrea (Eimers) ’95, and friends Mia Crecco ’96
and Chris Errico. Launched in the spring of 2002, their
NerdHeard site gained immediate popularity. “It’s
exciting to see how the Lord orders your steps and
exciting to see what happens when you trust Him,”
Andy explained.
(left to right) Mia Crecco ’96, Andy Crefeld ’96 (seated), 
Chris Errico, and Andrea Eimers Crefeld ’95
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Rebecca Lenhart Reynolds ’95 and her husband,
Matt, announce the birth of Spencer Aaron on 
February 22, 2002. They reside in Kentwood, Michigan.
Chad ’95 and 
Michelle Steenwyk
Wingert ’94 announce
the birth of Jenna Marie.
She was born March 17,
2002 and joins her sister,
Katie Lynnae (3), at home in Falling Waters, West Virginia.
Paige Wolfanger '95 graduated from Chicago
Theological Seminary with a master of divinity degree on
June 1, 2002. She has accepted a position at St. Paul
United Church of Christ in Palatine, Illinois.
Larry ’96 and Mary Cain
Brandmeyer ’96 announce the birth
of Nathaniel Lee on November 14,






announce the birth of Joel Thomas
on March 16, 2002. Big brothers
Joshua (5) and Benjamin (2)
welcomed him home in Detroit,










Angela Baker Gollner ’96 and her
husband, Steve, announce the birth of
Nathan Joseph. He was born 
November 2, 2001 and joins 
Hannah (4) and Sarah (3) at home 
in Kokomo, Indiana.
Jim ’96 and 
Heidi Bowen
Olinger ’96 announce the birth of
Grace Bailey on July 3, 2001. Jim is the
pastor at Owensburg Baptist Church in
Owensburg, Indiana.
Carrie Scott Southland ’96 and her husband, Brent,
announce the birth of Kennedy Ann on March 11, 2002.
Brent teaches fifth grade, and Carrie stays at home in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Harry VanderWal ’96 graduated from Wright State
University School of Medicine in June 2002. He has
entered the medicine/pediatrics residency training program
at Wright State, which offers graduates the opportunity to
become board certified in both internal medicine and
pediatrics in four years. His wife, Echo (Tuinstra) ’96,
has her physician assistant degree from Kettering College
of Medical Arts. After Harry’s residency, they plan to set up
practice in a rural area in the United States. They also
desire to be part-time medical missionaries. They plan to
establish a medical mission in Africa, spending two months
there each year, and to develop rotations with other
physicians and staff personnel interested in medical
missions. Harry and Echo have two-year-old triplets, Luke,
Jake, and Zeb. 
Jason ’96 and Lisa Dietterick
Young ’96 announce the birth of
Nicholas Haas on January 23,
2002. Big brothers Alexander (4)
and Jonathan (2) welcomed him
home. In June 2002, they moved
to York, Pennsylvania, where Jason
is a pastoral intern at Calvary
Baptist Church. He will complete his master of divinity
degree this year with the desire to start a church plant. Lisa
stays at home with the boys.
Marjie Chesebro ’97 received
her juris doctor degree from
Southern Methodist University
School of Law in May 2002. 
She took the Texas bar exam in
July and plans to practice in the
area of family law.
Janet Kollmeyer ’97 and Bryan Wittenmyer were
married September 29, 2001 at the Pen Ryn Mansion in
Bensalem, Pennsylvania. Many Cedarville alumni
participated in the wedding. The couple enjoyed a
honeymoon in Hilton Head, South Carolina, and they are
now residing in Limerick, Pennsylvania. Bryan is manager
of Sanatoga Corporation, serves as a real estate investor,
and has authored three books on real estate investing.







the birth of Emily
Rose on 
February 19,
2002. John is a chemist at Promerus, Inc., and Christine
enjoys devoting her time to being a wife and mother. 
They reside in Medina, Ohio.
Betsy Lindaberry Maier ’97
and her husband, David,
announce the birth of Andrew
David on March 26, 2002. David
is a high school chemistry and
physics teacher, and Betsy works
part-time as a medical and
surgical nurse. They enjoy working with the youth at
Easton Union Church and reside in Burlington, New Jersey.
Richard ’97 and Tracy
Weber Seefried ’98
announce the birth of Richard
Jacob on February 4, 2002.
They reside in Buffalo, New
York, where Andrew is in the
second year of his
ophthalmology residency, and
Tracy is a pediatric nurse.
Jaime Bedford ’98 received the Humanism in Medicine
Award at the Wright State University School of Medicine
graduation in June 2002. Nominated by fellow students
and faculty members, Jaime received the award for her
consistency in demonstrating compassion and empathy in
the delivery of health care to patients and their families.
She was also presented with the Global Service Award,
which is given to a student who has rotated in a medically
under-served area locally, nationally, or internationally.
Jaime will serve her residency in general surgery at Grand
Rapids Medical Education and Research Center for Health
Professions in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Stephanie Dickerson ’98
and James Porter were married
September 8, 2001 at First
Baptist Church in Roanoke,
Virginia. Stephanie is a nurse
for the Greenville County
Health Department, and James
is a senior manager for
Deloitte & Touche. They reside
in Greenville, South Carolina.
Michele Schafer Hoffman ’98 and her husband,
Steven, reside in Ionia, Michigan.
Derek ’98 and Sarah Svendsen
Luke ’98 announce the birth of
Kaleb Matthew on November 30,
2001. Big brother Braylen (3)
welcomed him home in Kearney,
Nebraska. Derek is a police officer,
and Sarah left her registered nurse job
at Good Samaritan Health Systems to stay at home with
the boys.
Aaron Lynn ’98 and his wife, Brenda,
announce the birth of Abigail Elizabeth.
She was born March 6, 2002 and joins
her sister, Annalee (2), at home in
Springfield, Ohio. Aaron is a history and
Bible teacher at Emmanuel Christian
Academy.








students from 18 countries. The goal is to provide a quality
education so that missionary families will be able to continue
serving in eight Asian countries.
Beth Stewart ’98 and Ron
Laswell were married 
September 29, 2001 at Gospel
Baptist Church in Cincinnati, Ohio.
The couple enjoyed a honeymoon
on Sanibel Island in Florida. Beth
is a music teacher at Miami
Elementary School in Milford, and
Ron works for the General Motors
Corporation in Dayton. 
They reside in Lebanon, Ohio.
BJ Bechtel ’99 was excited to see more than 50 kids play
in the fourth through sixth grade outreach basketball
program this summer. Only eight of these kids currently
attend International City Impact in Chicago, Illinois. 
Steve Comer ’99 and Ally
Modock ’99 were married 
July 15, 2000 at Church of the
Open Door in Elyria, Ohio.
Several Cedarville alumni
participated in the wedding. Steve
and Ally enjoyed a honeymoon in
Aruba and have made their home
in Elyria. Steve works at National
Citibank in Cleveland, and Ally
works at The Hub Group in North Olmsted.
Naseem Qussar ’99 received his juris doctor degree from
Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, California on
May 17, 2002. He took the Colorado bar exam in July 2002.
Catherine Walcott ’99 and
Lesmore Gibb were married
October 13, 2001 in New York.





were married October 20, 2001 in
Ashland, Ohio. After a honeymoon on
St. John (U.S. Virgin Islands), the
couple made their home in Columbus,
Ohio.
Krista Warder ’99 and 
Joel McCutcheon were married
March 23, 2002 at Cardiff by the
Sea in San Diego, California.
Several Cedarville alumni enjoyed
the sunset wedding on the beach.
The couple has been accepted
with Greater Europe Mission to
begin a new media department
aimed at supporting overseas
missionaries. They reside in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
2000s
Michael Boehm ’00 and
Maren Meyers ’01 were
married May 19, 2001.
They enjoyed a cruise to the
Bahamas before returning
home to Indianapolis,
Indiana, where Michael is
pastor of student ministries at Gray Road Baptist Church.
Amber Dahms ’00 and Joe
McCool were married
December 1, 2001 at Norcrest
Presbyterian in Findlay, Ohio,
where they now reside. Joe is
an accountant for Sun Federal
Credit Union, and Amber is
taking classes toward her
master of business
administration degree at 
The University of Findlay.
Kristin Kuhn Koning ’00
and her husband, Mike,
announce the birth of Trenton
Michael on June 22, 2002. 
They reside in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.
Nathan Stephens ’00 and
Kristina Zimmerman ’02
were married in May 2002.
They reside in Portsmouth,
Virginia.
Ann Marie Swartz ’00 and David Schrader were
married October 27, 2001 at Shiloh Mennonite Church in
London, Ohio. They now reside in Freeport, Illinois, where
Ann Marie is a medical social worker at Freeport Memorial
Hospital, and David is employed with Schrader Marketing
Center, his family’s livestock marketing and auction
business.
Benjamin ’02 and Hannah Bryant Skurdal ’00
announce the birth of Abigail Ami on April 28, 2002. They
were married June 16, 2001 in Plymouth, Michigan. Ben is
an electrical engineer, and Hannah stays at home with
Abigail in Baltimore, Maryland.
In Memory Of
Charles Ford ’39 went home to be with the Lord on
June 25, 2002 at the age of 85. He was a retired
personnel manager at the aeronautical systems division of
Wright Patterson Air Force Base. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his family.
Joy Harden Persenaire ’86 went home to be with the
Lord on May 31, 2002 from injuries sustained in an
automobile accident. She was a substitute teacher in a
public school and taught music and led the children’s choir
at Oceana Christian School in Hart, Michigan. She is
survived by her husband, Chuck; children, Michael (9) and
Laura (7); brother, Mark Harden ’88, and his wife;
sister, Gaye Harden Hoezee ’88, and her husband; and
her parents.
To share your photo with Inspire readers,
please send one glossy photo to the
alumni relations office, 251 N. Main St.,
Cedarville, OH  45314. (Because of
quality issues, we cannot accept computer
print-outs or e-mailed pictures.) Please
include a self-addressed, stamped
envelope if you would like your photo
returned. We reserve the right to limit
the number of submitted pictures
published in Inspire.
Trustee Emeritus 
Home with the Lord
Dr. Paul Tassell ’85H, trustee emeritus of Cedarville
University, went home to be with the Lord on June 3,
2002 after a struggle with Parkinson’s disease. Dr. Tassell
served 30 years on the Cedarville board of trustees
(1965-1995) and was awarded an honorary doctor of
letters degree from Cedarville in 1985.
A graduate of Bob Jones University, Dr. Tassell served
as the General Association of Regular Baptist Churches
(GARBC) national youth representative from 1970-1973
and the national representative for GARBC from 1979-
1994. He pastored churches in Georgia, Illinois, and Iowa
and wrote several books during his lifetime of Christian
service. Dr. Tassell’s biography, Just Let Me Preach, was
recently published by Regular Baptist Press.
We offer our condolences to Dr. Tassell’s wife, Doris,
and their three children, nine grandchildren, family, and
friends. In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that
memorial gifts be designated to Faith’s 100, a church-
based program designed to identify, equip, and send men
and women into vocational ministry. Memorial gifts and
cards may be mailed to Faith Baptist Church, 2140 Crystal
Beach Road, Winter Haven, FL 33880.
Did You Know?Did You Know?
The Cedarville University Sports
Information Web Site, designed by
Sports Information Director and
Athletics Webmaster Mark Womack ’83,
has been recognized as the top site in
the NAIA for the second consecutive
year. The site is located at
http://yellowjackets.cedarville.edu.
New Awards Help Students  and Honor Loved Ones
Each year on Honors Day, Cedarville Universityrecognizes students who excel academically anddemonstrate exceptional ability within their field of
study. It has been a long-standing tradition for friends of the
University to establish scholarships that provide financial
support for these outstanding students. We are pleased to
announce the formation of the following new awards that
were included in our Honors Day program held May 3,
2002:
The Rev. Henry & Lilian Hutchison Christian
Education Award
Thomas ’80 and Amy Hutchison established this award to
honor his parents, Henry and Lilian Hutchison. The
Hutchisons also desired to help students who are preparing
for service in Christian education or youth ministry. Students
must excel academically and demonstrate a passion for
ministry and communicating God’s Word. The Bible
department faculty selected Kristina L. Zimmerman as the
2002-03 recipient. 
The Donna Purple Memorial Award
The friends and family of Donna Purple (Donna passed away
in September 2001 after an extended struggle with lung
cancer) established this award in loving tribute to Donna’s
ministry as a caring educator. Students must be pursuing a
degree in education, preferably middle childhood, and must
excel academically. The education department faculty
selected Elizabeth A. Byers as the 2002-03 recipient. 
The Spiritual Leadership Music Award
John and Jean LeBlanc established this award in memory of
his father, John D. LeBlanc. In honor of his father’s passion
for worshipful music, the LeBlancs designed the award to
assist music majors who excel academically and demonstrate
increasing spiritual maturity as a musician. The music
department faculty selected Tristan W. Mason as the 2002-03
recipient.
The Charles & Margaret Clevenger Piano Award
Dr. Charles Clevenger established this award to honor his
parents, Charles E. and Margaret Clevenger, whose love and
encouragement have shaped him as an artist and educator.
Recipients must be pursuing a degree in music with piano as
their primary instrument. They must also excel academically
and demonstrate exemplary musical stewardship and
Christian character. The music department faculty selected
Leah C. Foss as the 2002-03 recipient.
The Morley Halsmith Memorial Award
Debra Halsmith established this award to honor the life and
ministry of her husband, Morley R. Halsmith, who passed
away in February 2002. Debra designed the award to assist
graduating seniors in the church music ministries program.
The recipient must excel academically and demonstrate
exceptional musical and spiritual leadership abilities. 
The music department faculty selected Nicholas A. Tynan as
the 2002-03 recipient.




When will it stop? You get home and no sooner do you
sit down to dinner than the phone rings. You know it’s a
telemarketer. AGAIN. So how many times will they call
tonight?
We admit it. Cedarville does use telemarketers. But
there’s one difference about ours. They’re ordinary
students who won’t try to force you into buying something
you don’t want or need. (Not to mention, we only call once
each academic year). The only thing they’re looking for is
someone willing to make a commitment—a commitment
to them.
Chances are, you were once a student at Cedarville.
Perhaps you have a son or a daughter who attended. Did
you know the Annual Fund was working to raise money for
you or possibly your children? The price you paid for
tuition was less than it should have been. Why? Because
the Annual Fund contributed money to reduce the cost of
your education—by at least $2,000 if you attended for
four years. 
We’ll make a deal with you. If you contribute a gift to
the Annual Fund, we promise not to call you this year.
That’s right. If we haven’t already contacted you, we will
remove you from our calling list. Sound good to you?
If you’d like to know more, please call 1-800-766-1115
or visit www.cedarville.edu and click on “Financial
Partners.”
Annual Fund Office
Contact Jeff Brock ’84
brockj@cedarville.edu
Moving to the 
Public Sector
There is a major shift in job opportunities from the
historically attractive “private sector” to the less glamorously
perceived “public sector.” The number of employees in the
federal work force dropped to an all-time low in the early
spring of 2000. We have an extraordinary opportunity to fill
those expected vacancies with quality individuals armed with
conservative, Christian worldviews. We ought to be purposeful
and focused on seizing this opportunity to have an impact for
Christ in an environment that is so heavily involved with
public policy, social trends, and culture impacts. 
The career services office is committed to encouraging
individuals to seriously consider public service as a way to live
out their God-given skills and abilities “before men.”
Please contact us for more information or visit
http://www.cedarville.edu/dept/cpp/jobbanks.htm#Christian.




Bring ’Em to Campus!
Cedarville offers a full schedule of events to serve
prospective students. Please encourage students to take
advantage of these exciting opportunities in 2002-2003:
November
Youth Alive Blowout (youth event featuring Christian
bands, worship, and God’s Word)
Science and Math Day (introduction to science and math
programs and faculty)
January
Leadership Conference (leadership training for high school
students)
February
Music Showcase (honor band and choir for high school
musicians)
Engineering Day (introduction to engineering program and
faculty)
March
CedarMania (all-night event for junior high students)
April
Junior Jam (day program for 3rd through 6th grade
students)
June
Summer Studies (university classes for high school juniors;
tuition scholarships available to children of Cedarville grads)
All alumni who bring students to an admissions event or
who lead a group visit will receive a FREE long-sleeve T-shirt!







251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314
C e d a r v i l l e  H o m e c o m i n g  2 0 0 2
O c t o b e r  1 1 - 1 3
Friday, Oct. 11
10 a.m. Chapel 
State of the University Address – Dr. Paul Dixon
11:15 a.m. Heritage Alumni and Class of 1952 Reunion  
12 p.m. All-Alumni Luncheon
1:15 p.m. - Campus Tours 
2:15 p.m.
3 p.m. Golf Scramble
3 p.m. Engineering Cardboard Canoe Challenge
6 p.m. Alumni Award Recipient Banquet
6 p.m. Women’s Tennis Reunion
7 p.m. Welcome, Alumni! – Dessert Reception 
7:30 p.m. Men’s Soccer Reunion/Alumni Game
8 p.m. Homecoming Praise Concert
Saturday, Oct. 12
7 a.m. Registration for 5K Road Run
8 a.m. 5K Road Run 
8 a.m.- CDR Radio Network 40th Anniversary Open House
3 p.m.
8 a.m. Class of 1977 Reunion Breakfast with Dr. & Mrs. Dixon
8 a.m. Awana Reunion
9:30 a.m. Homecoming Parade
11 a.m. Alumni Chapel – Dr. Paul Dixon
11 a.m. Men’s Baseball vs. Southern State Community College
12 p.m.- Self-guided tours of the Tyler Digital 
3 p.m. Communication Center
12:30 p.m. Reunions for Classes of 1992, 1987, 1982, 1972, 
1967, 1957, CedarNet, Pi Sigma Nu, and Social Work
1 p.m. Women’s Volleyball vs. Tennessee Temple University
1 p.m. Men’s Tennis Reunion
2 p.m. Baseball Reunion/Alumni Game
2 p.m. Women’s Varsity Soccer vs. Taylor University
Women’s Soccer Reunion immediately following the game
3 p.m. CDR Radio Network 40th Anniversary Concert 
with Michael Card
3 p.m. Women’s Volleyball vs. Malone
5 p.m. Reunions for Classes of 1997, 1977, 
1962 and Broadcasting
5 p.m.- CDR Radio Network 40th Anniversary Open House
10 p.m.
7 p.m. Men’s Soccer Game vs. Olivet Nazarene
Sunday, Oct. 13
Before heading home, join Pastor Bob Rohm '68, campus pastor and vice president for Christian
ministries, and fellow alums and their families for this special time of praise and worship. Come
early for breakfast!
9 a.m. Continental Breakfast in Alumni Hall
10 a.m. Alumni Praise & Worship Service
